
St. Martha’s Parish 
Epiphany of the Lord - January 7th 2024 

Gospel Reflection - Matthew 2:1-12 

Epiphany, feast of seekers of God, who set out following their inner 

prophet, a voice like the one of Isaiah. «Lift up your eyes and look around». 

Two beautiful verbs: lift your eyes, look up and around, look for a polar star, 

and from up there make sense of life. The Gospel tells of the search for God 

as a journey, at the pace of a caravan, at the pace of a small community: 

they walk together, paying attention to the stars and to each other, slowing 

down to the pace of those who are struggling more. Then the most 

surprising moment: the journey of the Wise Men is full of errors: they lose 

the star, they find the big city instead of the small village; they ask a 

murderer about the child; they look for a palace and they will find a poor 

house. But they have the infinite patience to start again. Our tragedy is not 

to fall, but to surrender to falls. And behold: they saw the child in his 

mother's arms, they knelt down and offered gifts. The most precious gift that the Wise Men bring is not gold, it is their own 

journey. The priceless gift is the months spent searching,  going after a stronger desire for knowledge. God wants us to desire 

Him. God thirsts for our thirst: our greatest gift. When they entered, they saw the Child and His mother and worshiped Him. 

They love a child. Mysterious lesson: not the man of the cross nor the glorious risen one, not a wise man with words of light 

nor a young man in full vigor, simply a child. Not only at Christmas is God like us, He is not only God-with-us, but He is a small 

God among us. And you can't be afraid of Him, and you can't walk away from a child you love. Search diligently for the child; 

and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage! Herod is the killer of still-infant 

dreams, he is within us; it is that cynicism, that contempt that destroy dreams and hopes. Let’s redeem these words from their 

prophecy of death: Have you found the Child? Please search again, carefully, at the core of things, in the Gospel and in the 

hearts of people; search carefully again, and then tell about Him to me like you tell a love story, so that I too come to adore 

Him, with my dreams saved from all the Herods of history and of the heart. 
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To rent the Knights of Columbus Hall contact Marcus Lynch- 
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We are all called to be active participants in the Mass: 

this means when we attend Mass, none of us are 

meant to be mere spectators, none of us. Even if we 

have no liturgical ministry to participate in during 

Mass, we are called to unite ourselves to what is 

happening. Why? Because it is only by actively, 

attentively praying the Mass that we are able to bear 

the fruit of the graces that we receive at Mass. 

Please pray for the sick in our parish: 

Juliana Barrajon, Vera Schwartzkoff, Pauline Chabot, Joe Gatner, 

Anthony Johnston, Riley Svoboda, Devassy Palissery, Helen Smith, 

Kathleen Roth, August Schulze-Ebbinghoff, Ernest Geisler, 

Veronica Eagle Bear, Teresa Andron, Roz Walderman, Lou Karpick, 

Ellsworth Braun, Ellis Watson, Adeline Sherman, Linda Westgeest, 

Peter Danielson, Raymond Sander, Most. Rev. Gerard Pettipas, 

Bernie Yaretz, Theresa Blackwater, Viola Mogus, Robert Dubois. 

Mass, Confession, Prayer 
Mass Times:  Mon, Wed-Fri 9am Tue. 7pm 

Sat. 5pm  Sun. 9am & 11am 
Reconciliation: Sat. 4pm or by appointment 

Adoration: Fri. 10am-8pm following Mass – schedule permitting 

Rosary: 30min before Mass - Divine Mercy Chaplet: Fridays 

3pm Divine Office: Morning prayers after weekday morning 

Masses 

Mass time change: Mon, 22 January: 11am 
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Mass intentions 

Mon 8 Jan 9:00 am Gabriel Blatanic + 

Tue 9 Jan 7:00 pm Michael Cormican + 

Wed 10 Jan 9:00 am George De Guzman Sr. + 

Age Care 10:30 am All Souls in Purgatory 

Thu 11 Jan 9:00 am Monika Stolte 

Fri 12 Jan 9:00 am Mary and John Ward + 

Sat 13 Jan 5:00 pm Barbara Spiess + 

Sun 14 Jan 9:00 am KofC 
 

Mass Intentions guidelines 
To those requesting multiple Masses (be it for one person or several 

different people) please note that only one Mass per person 

requesting can possibly be prayed here in this parish. We will make 

every effort to schedule one Mass here on the date you are 

requesting. We cannot hold Mass requests for more than 2 

months, all other requests will be sent away. 
 

Donation envelopes 
Donation envelopes for 2024 can be picked at the parish office. If 

you wish to sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Plan please contact 

Moncy: finance@stmarthasparish.ca For those who already have 

PAD, a box of special donations envelopes is available at the parish 

office. 

Pancake breakfast 
Our fantastic KofC team will serve a pancake breakfast on Sunday, 
January 14: join us! 

Hosts for the NET team 
A NET Team of 6 missionaries is staying until May. We need families 

to host the team (2 team members for 2 weeks). If this is something 

that you are willing to do, please contact Heather: 403- 380-4871 or 

email lethbridgeNEThousing@gmail.com 
 

Legion of Mary 
The Legion of Mary meets every Saturday, at 10:00 am, in the 
library of St. Martha’s Church. All are welcome! 
 

Called to serve! 
Our parish needs people of good will to volunteer in any of the 

Ministry you are called to serve: Lectors, Singers/Players for the 

choir, Sacristans, Hospitality team members and Eucharistic 

Ministers for our Sunday Masses. 
 

Abiding Together Podcast group 
Abiding Together Podcast group for adult women is Thursdays 

from 6:30pm - 8:00pm in the gathering space at St. Martha’s. Bring 

your bibles and a notebook. More info here: 

http://www.abidingtogetherpodcast.com/ or email Shanice 

scharchun@gmail.com 

People of Praise Live In 
This weekend will bring you to a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
Friday, February 23 – Sunday, February 25 | Location: St. Joseph’s 
School, 1413 23 Avenue, Coaldale | 1st Backup Meeting: Monday, 
January 22, 7:00pm St. Ambrose Church | 2nd Backup meeting: 
Monday, February 5, 7:00 pm St. Ambrose Church | 3rd Backup 
Meeting: Monday, February 19, 7:00pm St. Ambrose Church - For 
info contact:  katie.lindsay51@gmail.com or 
petervanu@outlook.com  

Enlarge the Tent – Art of Accompaniment 
“Removing our Sandals before the Sacred Ground of the Other” 

with Fr. Tim Boyle. Each gathering will begin at 10:15. We will 

celebrate Eucharist at 11:15. Monday January 22: “Zacchaeus… 

the first of many seekers… and why they don’t want to join” 

Plenary indulgence by praying before a Nativity scene 
Catholics will be able to receive a plenary indulgence from Dec. 
8 to Feb. 2, 2024, by praying before a Nativity scene in a 
Franciscan church; more info: https://tinyurl.com/mpzh88k6 

Mothers’ Rosary Group 
The Mothers’ Rosary group will be meeting weekly downstairs at 

St. Martha's for prayer and fellowship, every Wednesday from 

9:30-11:30. Babysitting is provided. Please join us! We are 

looking for babysitters. If anyone is interested in this paid 

position, please contact the office. 

Pax Christi 

Please join us for the Latin Rosary in the Chapel at 6:30pm on 
select Thursdays each month. Everyone is welcome. For specific 
dates or more information please contact Chris Robinson at 403-
393-0400 or by email at rosariumlatinum@outlook.com. 
 

Soap for Hope Canada 
If you have extra soap/toothpaste/shampoo or any hygiene items 

you’d like to donate to those in need, you can drop them off in 

the box by the church’s door. 
 

Grocery Cards Program 
Support our Parish! It is a KofC & CWL Fundraiser. Purchase your 

Grocery Cards in our gathering space after all weekend Masses or 

make an e-transfer: knightscards9280@gmail.com indicating 

the STORE name. Orders received & paid for by Thursday, will 

be available for quick pickup at our Grocery Card stand at the 

Masses on the following Saturday / Sunday. 

St Vincent de Paul looking for furniture. 

The Society of St Vincent de Paul has received requests for basic 

household furniture and other items for kitchen, living room 

and bedroom. For more information or for pick-up of items, 

please leave a message at 403-328-5493. Phone lines are open 

Mondays @ 9:00 am to Thursdays @ 5:00 pm. 

Hobby Prayer group & KofC outreach program 
The Hobby Prayer group, which meets on Mondays from 1:30 to 

3:30pm at STM, is teaming up with our KofC to support the less 

fortunate; we’ll be knitting/crocheting scarves, toques, blankets, 

mittens, while KofC will be going out in our community to help 

those in need. There is a box in the gathering space labeled “KofC 

outreach” for anyone who wishes to help by donating any of 

those items and/or leftover yarns that can be used in this new 

undertaking. THANK YOU! 

Bereavement Group 

Bereavement Group will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 23, 1pm to 

3pm. Coffee/snacks, speakers, videos are part of the 

program. For more info, or to register for the upcoming 

meeting,  contact the office, 4033818891 or 

ruth.mcmillan55@gmail.com 
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Sacraments 

Baptism Infant baptism is celebrated following the completion of our 

parish baptism preparation program. New and expectant parents are 

invited to contact Zachary Hampton, our Sacraments Coordinator, for 

more information: sacraments@stmarthasparish.ca 

First Holy Communion, Confirmation: To register; fill out 

registration form on our website. Contact Zachary Hampton, 

Sacraments Coordinator, for more information: 

sacraments@stmarthasparish.ca 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults): RCIA started on 

Tuesday, October 10, following the 7 PM Mass. If you are interested 

in becoming Catholic or know anyone who is, please register on the 

parish website as soon as possible. For more information, call the 

office or email: sacraments@stmarthasparish.ca 

Marriages/Marriage Preparation: Couples registered within the 

parish are required to make arrangements at least six months prior, 

no exception, to the date of marriage by calling the office to 

schedule interviews with Fr. William and completing the marriage 

preparation program. Couples complete the marriage preparation 

course AFTER their first interview with a cleric. Calgary diocese 

marriage preparation courses: catholicyyc.ca/marriage prep . There 

are also classes available at All Saints Parish, Lethbridge. 
 

 
Our parish relies on your Sunday offerings for maintenance and growth. 
By making your pre-authorized offertory gift, you are providing crucial 

support to care for your parish. 
Contact our parish office to set up a direct debit deposit. 

Please prayerfully discern where you are called to serve Our Lord at St. 
Martha’s. 

  

Meaningful gifts 
Lisza Bruder is selling really good quality beeswax Advent candles. 

She was a very active member of St Martha's and All Saints before 

needing to stay home due to chronic illnesses. Her website has 

many handmade items from candles to rosaries to greeting cards: 

https://tinyurl.com/262jeuz6 

Hand made rosaries 
Give a call to BERNIE; he also sells other religious items; 403 942 

7413 

 

FORMED 

Quality Catholic media for everyone: formed.org. Enter our Parish 

Code to register: 3FT2YD 

MOVIE NIGHT: https://watch.formed.org/movie-night  The Fourth 

Wise Man, Mary of Nazareth, Joseph of Nazareth: The Story of the 

Man Closest to Christ, Karol a man who became pope, and many 

more! 

Youth Programs: https://watch.formed.org/youth-programs The 

Search Begins, Symbolon for Teens, Never Alone: Life with the Holy 

Spirit, Anima for Youth, Extraordinary Stories for Children,… 

Faith Formation: https://watch.formed.org/faith-formation 

Sheen Gems - The Best Of Fulton J. Sheen, Opening the Word, Into 

the Breach, The Wild Goose with Fr. Dave Pivonka,… 

Anointing of the Sick If you have a relative who has been 

admitted to hospital please call the parish office. 

Events at Mount St. Francis Retreat Centre 

To register call 403-932-2012 or write to mtfrancis@shaw.ca  
 

Men’s Retreat, Friday to Sunday, January 12 - January 14, 2024 

Paul Valentine C.403-862-4206 paul@valentinevolvo.com & Bill 

Locke 403-874-1814 billilocke@gmail.com 
 

Day Away Retreat, Jan 17: the day begins with refreshments at 

8:30 am, a prayer reflection, quite time, the celebration of the 

Eucharist, a home-cooked lunch and closing reflection. The day 

concludes by 3:00 pm. The cost for the day is $30.00 or $40.00 
 

Mixed Retreat: Friday to Sunday, Jan 19-21 | Society of St. Vincent 

de Paul and Friends, Marilyn Meek: 403-254-9726/marilyn-

m1@shaw.ca and Carolynn Dawson: 403-251-

1733/dawsoncm@telus.net 
 

Events at Martha Retreat Centre 

To register call 403-328-3422 or visit martharetreatcentre.ca  
 

An introduction to Self Exploration and Meditation Through 

Story, Jan 13, 2024, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM | cost $25 
 

OASIS DAY, 3rd Thursday of the Month, Jan 18, 2024, 9:00 AM – 

4:00 PM | Oasis Days begin with a brief time of facilitation that will 

serve to guide your time of reflection throughout the day; coming 

together for a delicious homemade lunch, followed by the 

afternoon to rest, pray, reflect | cost $72 
 

AWAKENING THE HEART RETREAT: Learning To Love Beyond 

Boundaries; How do we sustain a “hopeful heart” during these 

challenging times? Jan 27, 2024, 9:30 AM – 3:30 PM | cost $75 
 

LISTENING TO GOD SPEAK THROUGH ICONS: Feb 04, 6:30PM – 

7:30PM | Contemplating an icon brings us into our own experience 

of the moment captured in the icon. – with Fr. Tim Boyle 
 

Mental Health Learning Sessions by Holy Spirit Catholic School 

Division 

Every session will take place in-person at the Sandman Signature 

Hotel in Lethbridge, Essie’s Ballroom |Online sessions will be 

available on Google Meet. Doors open at 5:00pm, dinner served 

at 5:30. Presentation will start at 6pm and go to 7:30pm |RSVP 

by email: wilistone@holyspiritab.ca 

Jan 16: Resiliency and Self-Care -Ft. Lethbridge Family Services 

Feb 15: Healthy Relationships -Ft Lethbridge Family Services 

Mar 20: ADHD - Understanding the Diagnosis and Treatment 

Strategies -Ft. Aleigha from True Balance Counselling 

Apr 18: Emotional Regulation - How to help our kids when they 

have big feelings -Ft Allic and Bailey from True Balance Counselling 

May 14: Digital Detox - Ft Lethbridge Family Services 
 

L’Arche looking for committee & board members 
The L'Arche Lethbridge community consists of 3 homes and 12 
"core members”. We are part of an international community that 
believes in people with and without intellectual disabilities sharing 
life in communities; for more info: www.larchelethbridge.org 
Current opportunities: Fundraising Committee, Public Relations 
Committee, Board of Directors. Connect with Tim Wiebe, 
Community Leader: twiebe@larchelethbridge.org 
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What an epiphany! 

 

 
An epiphany is not an idea. As D. H. Lawrence said, people can do 
anything they want with an idea, but a truly new experience changes 
everything. Before you can do anything with it, it does something with 
you! 
Most of us prefer ideas and words; we are afraid of any authentically 
new experience. 
Unlike the Magi, we do not tend to allow stars to divert us to a new and 
unknown place. Most of us stay inside our private castles and avoid 
such questionable adventures. Yes, we avoid death supposedly, but we 
also avoid birth. We miss out on the great epiphany. 
An epiphany is not an experience that we can create from within, but 
one that we can only be open to and receive from another. Epiphanies 
leave us totally out of control, and they always demand that we 
change. We would rather have objectified religion, which leaves us 
potentially in control and never having to change at all. 
 
Religion without epiphanies becomes digging in your heels; religion 
with epiphanies becomes living on your heels, ready to go wherever 
God manifests. 

One wonders if the three kings ever went back home at all. Home base had been taken from them. 
 

The feast of the Epiphany tells us that from the very beginning Jesus was someone to be personally experienced, and 
not just mentally agreed upon, proven, accepted or argued about. 
The categories are entirely different: True human experience demands that the whole person be present and active. In 
that light, one wonders how many people really experience things since we are hardly ever present to experience our 
own experiences. If you are like me, you are usually somewhere else than here. 
God wants more than our mind, it seems. As Jesus put it, we are to give God our whole mind, our whole heart, our whole 
soul and our whole strength (see Mark 12: 29-30). In other words, we offer not just our assent to proper ideas about 
God, but our very selves as persons. It's love rather than mere duty; surrender and trust rather than mere obedience. 
The Magi bring themselves and their assumptions on a perilous journey, and only then can they offer their gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. And it all leads to an encounter that rearranges their lives, their self-images and seemingly even 
their pocketbooks. 
 

What we celebrate in the mystery of the Epiphany is not that we are right, that we have God in our pocket, or that our 
religion is best. Instead, we celebrate that God is apparent, God has humanity in God's pocket and God-in-Jesus is 
utterly given, trustworthy and better than we ever imagined. It is God who is manifest, not our formulations of God! 
What we have in the Bethlehem manifestation is shockingly simple. A child held forth no theologies, mandates or 
formulations to be agreed upon or denied; no proven divinity, only human vulnerability and embarrassing poverty; no 
credentials or authority to validate those astrologers, only their own experience of how stars operate. 
Again, the Magi had to do that most dangerous of things: trust and follow their own limited experience. Which is all 
that any of us has! And God seems humble enough to use it in our favor, even if it might be pagan or initially wrong. The 
mystery of the Epiphany is saying that God is perfectly hidden and perfectly revealed in the same physical place!  God is 
shining forth in the most unwanted and unsuspected of places: the material and even vulnerable world. Here God is no 
longer dangerous, threatening or brandishing punishments, but, believe it or not, a helpless baby! I cannot think of any 
other religion which puts God in such a compromised position. 
 

History had always thought that we were the helpless children and God the parent. The surprise was so shocking that, 
after 2.000 years of the manifestation, we have only been able to paint it and experience it, but hardly ever formulate it in 
acceptable words. That's why so very many saints, like our own St. Anthony, are so often pictured holding the baby Jesus. 
It could not have happened historically, but we had to paint it because we are still trying to comprehend the impossible 
mystery of a God who is weak instead of strong. Religion is effectively turned on its head in such imagery. Those baby 
Jesus images remained in our psyche for a necessary reason.  
 

Adapted from “Epiphany” by R. Rohr 

 

 


